Halifax is growing.
So are we.
The Halifax Seaport is a vibrant destination for locals and visitors to experience all
that our city has to offer. From local artisans and retailers, to the historic Canadian
Museum of Immigration at Pier 21 and diverse range of flavours, there is something for
everyone to enjoy. And now, it is time to start our next chapter.

In collaboration with our stakeholders and partners, the Halifax Port Authority (HPA) is
leading the evolution of the Seaport Market Building. We are seeking a suitable tenant/
operator to lease the majority of the Seaport Market Building and manage its operations,
including a weekend farmers’ market. Our ideal tenant/operator will reflect HPA’s values,
understand what it means to be part of a thriving port city, and make an effort to work with
our current vendors and tenants to include them in their vision for the future. We’re building
on our strengths, celebrating our heritage, and setting out to develop a space that brings
people together.

Background
The Halifax Seaport has developed into a
growing hub for arts, culture, crafts, food
and entertainment; however, the Seaport
Market Building is underutilized, putting
tenants, vendors, and the port city
community at a disadvantage.
A seven day per week farmers’ market
is not sustainable in the Seaport Market
Building. Despite having a number of
tenants open throughout the week, the
vast majority of revenue comes from
weekend vendors.

Change is needed to position the Halifax
Seaport Market Building, Halifax Seaport
Farmers’ Market, and Halifax Seaport
for success. The Seaport Market Building
is one of the premiere locations on the
renowned Halifax Waterfront, and has
the potential to serve a much larger
role in the port city community. With
consistent growth in nearby residential
developments and an increasingly
diversified demographic downtown, there
is significant opportunity to maximize the
Seaport Market Building’s potential.
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Vision
Halifax is not the same place it was
ten years ago—it is time for our Halifax
Seaport to reflect the growth being
seen across our port city. We have an
opportunity to align with the momentum
being felt across Halifax and evolve the
Seaport Market Building into an Urban
Market Hall to realize its full potential.

Our objective is to build a community hub
and vibrant marketplace for more than 1.3
million visitors each year.
This is the right time and we have a
vision—an Urban Market Hall which will
provide guests with a diverse range of
vendors while maintaining the ability to
host a weekend farmers’ market.

We are committed to developing a space
that puts people first and showcases the
best that Halifax offers—from food and
music to local vendors and hospitality.

Why an Urban Market Hall?
Urban Market Halls are vibrant,
community gathering spaces that have a
variety of cuisines, public spaces, musical
events, and a wide array of retailers in
one building. They combine community
with energy, helping people connect,
indulge, and enjoy.
While market halls have traditionally
been found overseas, they are becoming
increasingly popular in North America.
Since 2018, there has been a 700 per cent
increase in the number of Urban Market
Halls and the numbers are projected to
increase as more urban centres seek to
transform traditional restaurants and
spaces into market experiences.

We know that retail is the best way
forward to maximize the potential of
the current Seaport Market Building. In
2018, we hired a third-party to conduct a
review of the building to determine the
highest and best use of the space. They
recommended a continuation of retail;
however, they concluded there was an
urgent need to reconsider the business
model to maximize the space’s potential.
We want to bring more people and energy
to the south end of the Halifax Waterfront.
The current model is not sustainable for
business, and is putting the community
at a disadvantage. We are committed to
finding the right tenant/operator to ensure
the Seaport Market Building continues to
be a source of pride for the community.

The Halifax Seaport is at the heart of our port city. We are inspired by the momentum
taking place across Halifax and are ready to enter this next chapter together.
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